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Getting It Right, Right Now 


Welcome to Issue 75 of Back To Prabhupdda (BTP). 

The IRM is dedicated to the primacy of get- 
ting the philosophy and standards taught by Srila 
Prabhupada correct above all else. Without doing 
this first, everything else becomes useless, as we 
simply engage in deviations rather than Krsna con- 
sciousness. Support for this mission of the IRM also 
comes from an unexpected quarter, with GBC vot- 
ed-in guru HG Kripamoya Dasa (“KMD”) explain- 
ing why getting what Srila Prabhupada taught “right 
now’ first is absolutely critical: 

“It’s very important to get it right now. [...] what- 
ever we do now is multiplied by the next generation, 
which will be then multiplied by the generation after 
that. [...] Purity— and faithfulness to what Prabhupdda 
has given us is equally important because that will go 
on for generations and if we make a mistake now it will 
be difficult to correct.” 

(KMD, www.jswami.info/kirtana-standards-and-purity- 
of-consciousness, archived 2/11/22) 

And fellow GBC voted-in guru HH Jayadvaita 
Swami (“JAS”) has agreed: 

“The essential point is that whatever we do now 
sets a standard and then that starts being handed 
down from generation to generation, so if we get it 
wrong, what we get wrong will be handed down” 
(JAS, “Srila Prabhupada’s Kirtana Standards” Seminar, 
Part 1, December 2019) 

Thus, mistakes we make now will get multiplied 
with time and become virtually impossible to cor- 
rect much later on. Srila Prabhupada himself stressed 
the danger of making any changes to the Krsna con- 
scious program he established, otherwise with time 
these changes will add up so that the very idea of 
Krsna consciousness will completely “evaporate”: 

“So far the Road Show and this Yoga Village 
are concerned, these things should be stopped. 
Simply perform our kirtana. [...] Such inventing 
spirit will ruin our this movement. [...] Gradual- 
ly the Krishna Consciousness idea will evaporate: 
another change, another change, every day an- 
other change. Stop all this.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 5/11/72, all emphases above 


and for the rest of this issue added) 

Unfortunately, such “evaporation” has already 
come to pass. Deviations from Srila Prabhupada’s 
teachings have expanded to such an extent that 
ISKCON has become unrecognisable compared to 
what it was during Srila Prabhupada’s physical pres- 
ence, such that it is now practically an entirely dif- 
ferent movement. We have documented this in brief 
summary form here: 

BTP 30: ISKCON’s New Mission (iskconirm.com/30) 

BTP 38: New Sahajiy4 Movement (iskconirm.com/38) 

BTP 50: ISKCON at 50 (iskconirm.com/at50) 

Even then, the deviations still continue to mutate 
and spread even more, for example with the recent 
formalisation by the GBC of “Aeroplane Guru-tattva”, 
where the spiritual principles behind guru-tattva are 
completely discarded and instead a diksd guru’s va- 
lidity is determined by wherever his or her plane hap- 
pens to land (see, for example, BTP 72 article “Insti- 
tutionalising Aeroplane-Tattva’”). It is of course also 
ironic that, despite their fine, pious words, KMD and 
JAS themselves are at the forefront of not adhering to 
Srila Prabhupada’s standards, as we have document- 
ed in many previous B7P issues, and as we shall also 
show in this issue. 

Thus, it is certainly critical that we “get it right, 
now”, but this actually needs to be done via Srila 
Prabhupada’s recorded instructions or POP (Prabhu- 
pada-Only Paradigm). ISKCON’s leadership, however, 
as we have documented, either ignore Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s instructions or make them up. Indeed, as we 
showed in the previous issue, they even change Srila 
Prabhupada’s books. 

It is no surprise, therefore, that if one does not ad- 
here to POP, then one will end up deviating. ISKCON 
leaders may refuse to “get it right”, whether now or 
ever, but the thousands of readers’ letters we have 
received attest to the fact that there are many who 
do want the truth and appreciate being directed to 
the correct path. It is for them that BTP exists. 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In Srila Prabhupada’s service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 


S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada from our ma- 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krsna Consciousness (ISKCON), the great 
movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has undergone 
a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instructions 
and standards given by Srila Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksd guru for 
ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and philosoph- 
ical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that Srila Prabhupada gave, begin- 
ning with his role as the sole authority and diks@ guru for ISKCON. The IRM’s position is set out in The Final Or- 


der — see back page to order your free copy. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 


www.iskconirm.com * 
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Getting It Wrong, All the Time 


Inthe Editorial, we saw that one of the reasons 
that ISKCON can’t get things “right” is because 
of their refusal to accept the POP (“Prabhu- 
pada-Only Paradigm”) or only Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s actual verified instructions. The con- 
sequences of such an approach is that, rath- 
er than following Srila Prabhupada’s actual or- 
ders, one will take shelter in “stories” about 
what Srila Prabhupada supposedly taught, 
which then actually leads to deviating from 
Srila Prabhupada’s orders. Below we will pro- 
vide proof of this. 

All quotes in shaded boxes are from a lec- 
ture given by GBC voted-in guru HG Mahatma 
Dasa (“MAD”) on 21/8/22. 


Don’t follow Prabhupada’s words 


“In Prabhupada’s books, in Prabhupada’s lec- 
tures, he’s representing a line of disciplic suc- 
cession, and you can see that as a teacher he’s 
perfectly, his consciousness, his duty is to rep- 
resent it, and you can see that in his books, he’s 
always quoting some reference, right, some 
sloka to back it up. That’s what he’s doing, but 
[...] if you just listen to the lecture [...] it can 
make Prabhupada seem very conservative and 
narrow-minded.” 

MAD agrees that Srila Prabhupada’s books 
and lectures are “perfectly” representing the 
disciplic succession, and backed up with Ssastric 
references. MAD claims, however, that such a 
presentation is a problem because it can make 
Srila Prabhupada seem “narrow-minded”. 
“when you read Lilamrta, you see how he ap- 
plies instructions which sometimes are com- 
pletely opposite than what you would think 
by hearing the class [...] So, that’s why those 
books [authored by others about Srila Prabhu- 
pada] are so important. Otherwise, you'll mis- 
understand Prabhupada. [...] you'll therefore 
misunderstand his books and his teachings.” 

MAD therefore states that instead one 
must understand Srila Prabhupada not from 
his actual recorded, verified teachings (POP), 
but from “stories” about Srila Prabhupada told 
by others, such as the “Lilamrta” or the so- 
called “biography” of Srila Prabhupada writ- 
ten by Satsvarupa Dasa. Otherwise, just re- 
lying on Srila Prabhupada’s own words alone 
will lead us to misunderstand him. Thus, MAD 
proposes that: 

Read Srila Prabhupada = misunderstand him; 
Not read Srila Prabhupada = understand him. 

Such a claim is obviously ludicrous, par- 

ticularly given that MAD himself and thou- 


sands of his Godbrothers took to Krsna con- 
sciousness solely on the basis of Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books — most having no physical con- 
tact with Srila Prabhupada personally and be- 
fore any biographies about Srila Prabhupada 
were even written. And that his claim is lu- 
dicrous will now be proven by the very “evi- 
dence” MAD puts forward to try to justify his 
proposition. 


False example - 1 


“if you read Prabhupada’s books it pretty much 
looks like if you’re the wife you should do eve- 
rything your husband says, even if he’s crazy. 
It basically looks like that. As long as he follows 
the regulative principles, whatever he tells you 
to do, jump off a building and so forth, do it.” 

MAD claims that Srila Prabhupada’s books 
advocate that a wife should even follow a hus- 
band who is “crazy”. However: 

1) MAD provides no quote from Srila 
Prabhupada’s books stating that a wife should 
follow a “crazy” husband. 

2) If we actually consult Srila Prabhupada’s 
books, he states that: 

“Specifically, if one is not a soul surren- 
dered to the Supreme Personality of God- 
head, he is understood to be contaminat- 
ed. Thus a chaste woman is advised not to 
agree to serve such a husband.” 

(SB, 7.11.28, purport) 

Thus, a wife is advised to not follow a hus- 
band unless he is surrendered. Nor has Srila 
Prabhupada stated that only following the reg- 
ulative principles alone constitutes such sur- 
render to Krsna. Nor would there be any ques- 
tion of such a person, if he was actually surren- 
dered, being “crazy”: 

“as soon as we are fixed up in Krsna con- 
sciousness, our craziness is vanished. Yes.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 19/12/66) 


False example - 2 


“what does it say in the books? Well, ‘better re- 
main brahmacari’ [...] after 100 brahmacarya 
verses you'll find, ‘Well, in Kali-yuga it’s safer to 
be married’. So it’s there in the books but not 
always obvious.” 

MAD claims that one would not easily un- 
derstand from Srila Prabhupada’s books alone 
that married life is advisable in Kali-yuga (cur- 
rent degraded age). However, again, if we ac- 
tually consult Srila Prabhupada’s books, we will 
see that MAD’s claim is untrue. In regard to his 
books, Srila Prabhupada makes it clear that we 


a i Cos Es 
Srila Prabhupada: Mad claims would 
“vanish” if devotees read only his books 


should first read his Bhagavad-gita As It Is, as 
this is the “preliminary A-B-C-D” book of spir- 
itual life (Room Conversation, 16/1/76). And, the 
very first time “brahmacari” is mentioned, mar- 
ried life is endorsed: 

“The four divisions of human life, name- 
ly the brahmacari, the grhastha, the vanap- 
rastha, and the sannyasi, are all meant to 
help men become perfect yogis or transcen- 
dentalists. [...] the four orders of human life 
are so arranged that one ma m r- 
fect in spiritual life. “ 

(Bg., 4.26, purport) 

The next time brahmacari is mentioned, 
Srila Prabhupada goes further stating that 
married life is the same as brahmacari life: 

“One who, however, follows the rules 
and regulations of married life, having sex- 
ual relationship only with his wife (and that 
also under regulation), is also called brah- 
macari.” 

(Bg., 6.13-14, purport) 

And the third time brahmacari is men- 
tioned, Srila Prabhupada also does not con- 
clude that it is “better to remain brahmacari” 
in this age: 

“at the moment such brahmacari (un- 
married celibate) life is not at all possible.” 
(Bg., 8.11, purport) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada’s teachings regard- 
ing the brahmacarya and married life are actu- 
ally very clear from the outset. 


Conclusion 


It is conclusively proven that: 

1) We can understand Srila Prabhupada 
from Srila Prabhupada. 

2) Trying to understand Srila Prabhupada 
any other way actually leads to deviant conclu- 
sions about Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. 

And, thus, we have a perfect case study to 
perfectly illustrate how not following POP will 
continue to lead ISKCON’s leaders to misun- 
derstand and deviate from Srila Prabhupada’s 
teachings. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Understanding the Purpose of Kirtana 


Regarding the need to get things “right” in 
ISKCON, one extremely basic thing that needs 
to be gotten right, since it forms the very ba- 
sis of our practice of Krsna consciousness, is ki- 
rtana or the chanting of Hare Krsna. 

There is a trend in ISKCON of using kirtana 
for motives not directly related to Krsna. For 
example, ISKCON has previously used kirtanas 
for victims of a terrorist attack, “Covid relief’, 
and the “Ukraine crisis”: 

iskconirm.com/kirtanas 

Recently, ISKCON UK Headquarters Bhakti- 
vedanta Manor also held “Kirtanas for Queen 
Elizabeth II”, following the death of Her Majes- 
ty. Acting as host was GBC voted-in guru HG 
Kripamoya Dasa (“KMD”), who explained 
that the purpose of such kirtana was to sing 
“in honour” of the queen: 

“this is our way, coming together to do kirtana. 
Today would not have been complete unless the 
devotees of Krsna in this community had come 
together and sang in honour of Her Majesty.” 
(KMD, “Kirtanas for Queen Elizabeth II”, 19/9/22. 
Quotes in shaded boxes are from this talk) 

As part of the kirtana to honour the Queen, 

KMD also encouraged the attendees to offer 
flowers to a photograph of the Queen while 
the kirtana was performed: 
“you can show your honour and respect by just 
taking a few flower petals, one by one you can 
come up and place the flower petals at the feet 
of the portrait there.” 

However, is it a bona fide Krsna conscious 
practice to use kirtana in this way? 


Nothing material 


Though it may be a nice sentiment to want 
to perform kirtana on behalf of those who 
have suffered, or are suffering, materially, Srila 
Prabhupada stated that the Holy Name cannot 
be used in such a way: 

“Just like there are many subha-kriya, 
auspicious activities. We should not take 
chanting of Hare Krsna mantra as some aus- 
picious activity. [...] You cannot utilize hari- 
nama for any material purposes.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 30/9/76) 

This fact is so basic that it was even stat- 
ed by GBC member Malati Dasi, who acknowl- 
edged the unauthorised practice of using kir- 
tana for material ends: 

“we should try to keep in mind the consid- 
erations of our Vaisnava principles. [...] ‘it is not 
harinam-sankirtan when it is conducted for the 
prevention of epidemics, or cholera, or pox, or for 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare 


prosperity and trade, for grain, or for gain, or re- 
spect and fame.” 

(Malati Dasi, “Weakened Standards Weaken 
ISKCON” Presentation) 


Forced to jump over 


In regard to the kirtana for the Queen, 

KMD realised that it may not be a bona fide 
practice since he made a special elaborate at- 
tempt to justify it, claiming that: 
“Srila Rupa Gosvamt [...] one of his famous po- 
ems speaks of how we can choose to dedicate 
the chanting, the singing of the holy names of 
Krsna to any person we like.” 

KMD then goes on to quote what he claims 
is this poem as follows: 

“Here is that poem by Rupa Gosvami [...] “The 

holy name of Lord Krsna is a reservoir of all 

transcendental happiness. [...] May that holy 

name of Lord Krsna bring transcendental aus- 
iciousn r Maj h nan 

you all 

We have skipped the middle section of the 
poem, as it is not relevant to KMD’s claim. Rath- 
er, KMD’s claim is based entirely on the last 
sentence which we have underlined above. 

1) Srila Prabhupada did not quote or trans- 
late this poem, nor did he ask anyone to trans- 


an 


late it. Nor was the poem even written by Srila 
Rupa Gosvami! 

2) The poem is from a book called Sri 
Padyavali, which was compiled by Srila Rupa 
Gosvami. It has been translated by Kusakratha 
Dasa, and states therein “author unknown’. 
Something KMD would have known, but we 
have exposed his deception! 

Thus, KMD has no statement from Srila 
Prabhupada or even Srila Rupa Gosvami to 
substantiate his claim and thus his argument is 
already defeated. However, even if we assume 
that this poem is as good as coming from Srila 
Rupa Gosvami himself, since he compiled it 
in a book, KMD would still be unauthorised- 
ly “jumping over” Srila Prabhupada to try to 
directly approach the Gosvamis, something 
which is forbidden by Srila Prabhupada: 

“You cannot jump over. You must go 
through the parampara system. You have 
to approach through your spiritual master 
to the Gosvamis” 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 28/3/75) 


False claim 


Thus, either way, whether the poem is ac- 
cepted as being “from” Srila Rupa Gosvamt or 


eo, 
Srila Prabhupada: Taught that 
kirtana is for Lord Krsna 


not, KMD’s claim is defeated as it is not sup- 
ported by Srila Prabhupada. However, just as 
we did in the previous issue when we used HH 
Jayadvaita Swami (“JAS”)’s own justification 
for “editing” the Bhagavad-gitd to prove that 
his edits were incorrect, in this case, we can 
also still use KMD’s own use of the key verse of 
the poem to defeat his argument. 

1) KMD simply added the Queen’s name to 
give his own translation, which states: 

“May that holy name of Lord Krsna bring tran- 
scendental auspiciousness to Our Majesty the 
Queen and to you all.” 

But the actual translation provided states: 

“May that holy name of Lord Krsna bring 
transcendental auspiciousness to you all.” 

However, to simply wish that the Holy 
Name itself bring auspiciousness to every- 
one, which is a given, is completely different 
to authorising the practice of kirtana as a tool 
to be utilised specifically to honour “any per- 
son we like” - especially since kirtana is defined 
specifically as a practice meant to honour or 
glorify the Lord-not “any person we like” (SB, 
7.15.72, purport). 

2) Otherwise, according to KMD, anything 
goes: we can have kirtanas to honour the dem- 
igods, Mayavadi gurus, rich businessmen - lit- 
erally “any person we like”. There is no exam- 
ple of Srila Prabhupada using kirtana in this 
Way, Or any instruction authorising such a 
practice. Thus, not only is KMD unauthorised- 
ly jumping over Srila Prabhupada to try to ap- 
proach Srila Rupa Gosvami, he is also misusing 
what he claims Srila Ripa Gosvami compiled. 


Conclusion 


We quoted JAS in the Editorial agree- 
ing with KMD regarding the importance of 
maintaining Srila Prabhupada’s standards for 
ISKCON. JAS specifically runs “Kirtana Stand- 
ards” seminars for ISKCON, and so here is a 
chance to see if he will be true to his word and 
take heed of the facts mentioned in this article 
in future “Kirtana Standards” seminars. 


and be happy! 


www.iskconirm.com 


In the previous article, we noted the forbid- 
den practice of “jumping over”, whereby one 
independently accesses the works of the pre- 
vious Gcaryas which have not been given to 
us by Srila Prabhupada. However, GBC voted- 
in guru HH Romapada Swami (“RPS”) claims 
that Srila Prabhupada has actually authorised 
such “jumping over”: 


RPS refers here to the following quote 


from Srila Prabhupada: 

“the Brhad-bhagavatamrta is very fa- 
mous; anyone who wants to know about 
the subject matter of devotees, devotion- 
al service and Krsna must read this book.” 
(Cc., Adi-lila, 5.203, purport) 

We will now address this claim of RPS. 


Only from Srila Prabhupada 


Along with the Brhad-bhagavatamrta, Srila 
Prabhupada actually states that basically all 
the Vedic literatures should be accessed: 

“The Vedic literatures-the Vedanta, 
Upanisads, Ramayana, Mahabharata and 
many others - should be utilized if we wish 
to become free from the contamination of 
tamo-guna and rajo-guna.” 

(Teachings of Lord Caitanya, Verse 16) 

But he insisted on wanting to give us his 
translations: 

“So there are seventeen Purdnas, 
still more, not yet touched. Beside that, 
there are 108 Upanisads. Then there is big 
Mahabharata, the great history of India. 
Then Ramayana. There are so many books. 
So we are trying to present all these books 
into English translation.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 15/1/74) 

“| have to translate all the Puranas, 
Ramayana, Mahabharata, and many oth- 
er theistic literatures left by the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas headed by the six Goswamis like 
Rupa, Sanatana, Jiva, etc”. 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 26/7/75) 

“to give you so many nice literatures 
like the Vedas, Upanisads, Puranas, Rama- 
yana, Mahabharata, and other books in our 
own Gaudiya line, like Rupa Goswami, San- 
atana Goswami, Visvanatha Cakravarti and 
others [...] | shall devote my full time to giv- 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - 
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Srila Prabhupada: The Giver of Sastra 


ing you further nice books” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 16/2/72) 

Thus, in response to RPS’s point, at the 
time Srila Prabhupada made statements re- 
garding reading books he had not yet trans- 
lated, the intention was to provide such books. 
Hence, if it is bona fide to read other transla- 
tions, there would have been no need for Srila 
Prabhupada to insist on giving us his transla- 
tions. The fact that he did insist means it is es- 
sential we only read his works. As just quoted, 
he specifically states that ”I have to” provide 
these translations. 


Further proof 


Indeed, some of Srila Prabhupada’s disci- 
ples were already questioning him about read- 
ing such translations written by others. Srila 
Prabhupada’s answers make it clear what is to 
be done in a situation, like now, where his own 
translations do not exist: 

“One thing is though, you have got 
enough other books to study. Did you ap- 
pear in the examination held on Janma- 
stami Day? Why should you go to Rama- 
yana when you have got Bhagavad-gi- 
ta, Srimad-Bhagavatam, and Teachings of 


Lord Caitanya? Don’t divert your attention 


in that way.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 6/9/69) 
“Regarding reading Mahabharata, why 


divert your attention in this way? Bhaga- 
vatam is also Mahabharata. There are so 
many books | have presented already, so 
whatever you have got, just become expert 


in that. There are many things still yet to be 
learned.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 29/4/73) 

Thus, even though Srila Prabhupada want- 
ed us to have these other literatures, there was 
a condition: he only wanted us to read what he 
himself had presented. 

The evidence from all the foregoing facts 


and quotes proves that it is consistent that: 
1) Srila Prabhupada states that we should 
read Book X. 
2) But if it is not given by Srila Prabhupada, 
3) we do not read Book X given by others. 


From the current link only 


One who has even basic knowledge of 
what is meant by the parampara or disciplic 
succession would already understand these 
basic points: 

“in order to receive the real message of 


A oe | 
Srila Prabhupada: 
Only his books to be read in ISKCON 


Srimad-Bhagavatam one should approach 
the current link, or spiritual master, in the 
chain of disciplic succession.” 

(SB, 2.9.7, purport) 

The “real” message of scripture is only re- 
ceived via or through the current link in the 
disciplic succession, which is Srila Prabhupada 
and not anyone else. In the final months be- 
fore his physical departure, Srila Prabhupada 
was specifically asked if others could translate 
the scriptures, and he re-affirmed the need for 
a “current link”-like person to do so: 

“A realized soul, must be. Otherwise, 
simply by imitating A-B-C-D will not help. 
[...] Our translation must be documents. 
They are not ordinary... One cannot be- 
come unless one is very realized. It is not A- 

-C-D tr ion.” 
(Srila Prabhupada, Conversation, 28/5/77) 

-with “realised soul” being the qualifica- 
tion of a diks@ guru: 

“Just try to learn the truth by approach- 
ing a spiritual master. Inquire from him sub- 
missively and render service unto him. The 
self-realized soul can impart knowledge 
unto you because he has seen the truth.” 
(Bg., 4.34) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada was stating that fu- 
ture translations could only be given by one 
who is of the calibre of a successor diksa guru 
(current link). But Srila Prabhupada never au- 
thorised anyone to replace him as the current 
link in ISKCON. 


Conclusion 


In previous issues, we have supplied many 
quotes from Srila Prabhupada forbidding 
“jumping over” him. In this article, we have 
proven the same again from another angle us- 
ing different quotes. Despite such clear proof 
in support of the POP (“Prabhupada-Only Par- 
adigm”), the desire to disobey Srila Prabhu- 
pada and supplant him via jumping over him 
shows no sign of abating. Which is only to be 
expected, given we are dealing with disobedi- 
ent, supplanting guru hoaxers. 


and be happy! 
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Cheating v. Ignorance 


One can act incorrectly due to being in ig- 
norance. In such a situation, one may in error 
think that one’s actions are bona fide. How- 
ever, to know that something is wrong and to 
still engage in it is condemned by Srila Prabhu- 
pada as being worse: 

Srila Prabhupada: “As soon as there is in- 
tentional cheating, that you'll have to suffer 
the effect.” 

Pusta Krsna: “So someone who is in 
knowledge and commits sinful activity...” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Then he’s...” 

Pusta Krsna: “...his position is very bad...” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Oh, yes, yes.” 

Pusta Krsna: “...compared to the inno- 
cent person, ignorant person.” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Yes.” 

(Morning Walk, 3/6/76) 


Guru hoax cheating 


We have noted previously that we run two 
types of articles in BTP in regard to exposing 
ISKCON’s leaders: 

1) One is when we show how they are 
speaking nonsense which is contradicted by 
Srila Prabhupada (and frequently also by oth- 
er ISKCON leaders and themselves). 

2) The other is when we show that they ac- 
tually agree with the IRM’s position. 

Type 2 articles would be highlighting what 
Srila Prabhupada condemns as intentional 
cheating. These articles show that ISKCON’s 
leaders are aware that the philosophy does not 
support the guru hoax, and yet they still insist 
on continuing it. Indeed, we have produced a 
whole B7P issue called ISKCON Leader’s Special 
Issue, wherein we demonstrate that ISKCON 
leaders agree with the IRM by quoting them 
putting forward statements which help dem- 
onstrate that the guru hoax is, indeed, a hoax. 


Cheating “Psycho” attack 


In BTP 71, we showed how our continu- 
ing to accept Srila Prabhupada as the spiritual 
master was attacked by GBC voted-in guru HH 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami (“BVKS”) as being no 
different than trying to talk to a rotting corpse 
from the horror movie “Psycho”: 

“There is the rtvik sampradaya [...] it reminds 
me of a Alfred Hitchcock movie [...] it’s nota 
very nice example, but it shows the strange 
mentality that, there’s a man, and you see him 
talking to his mother [...] at the end of the film 
you see [...] she’s dead. [...] not recognising 
the fact that Srila Prabhupada has passed away 


from our mortal vision” 
(BVKS Lecture, 8/11/21) 

Yet, recently, BVKS himself was “talking” to 
Srila Prabhupada as follows: 
“I'm praying to Srila Prabhupada on this day 
that if | am deviating, [...] please make it ob- 
vious to me. [...] make it clear if, what I’m do- 
ing wrong and let me know what, by whatev- 
er means, what you want to do, because Srila 
Prabhupada, he lives forever, he hasn't disap- 
peared, and he can act in ways to make it clear 


to me, to correct my innumerable faults” 
(BVKS Lecture, “How To Always Live With Srila 


Prabhupada”, 20/10/22) 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada is accepted, 
whether by the IRM or BVKS, as: 

1) able to act as one’s diksd guru even 
though he is physically absent; 

2) still “living” enough to be able to contin- 


ue to act in one’s life; 

3) “alive” enough to directly reciprocate 
with what is asked of him. 

Yet, hypocritically and contradictorily, ac- 
cording to BVKS, in the IRM’s case, this is the 
same as trying to talk to a skeleton, whilst in his 
case, not only does Srila Prabhupada hear such 
talking, he even responds to it! 


No difference 


“There is a school of thought [...] which pos- 
its that Srila Prabhupada is with us in exact- 
ly the same way that he was prior to the 14th 
of November, 1977, especially in the matter of 
giving initiation, but in that sense he’s not, he 
doesn’t personally give initiation in the sense 
that he used to” 

(BVKS Lecture, “How To Always Live With Srila 
Prabhupada”, 20/10/22) 

1) As usual, BVKS deliberately cheats about 
what the IRM’s position is, since he is unable 
to challenge what we actually state. We do not 
state that Srila Prabhupada is with us in “ex- 
actly the same way” post-samadhi; but rather 
that he is present with us in exactly the same 
way “spiritually”. The clue is in the title “spirit- 
ual” master. There is a reason the guru is called 
the spiritual, rather than material, master: be- 
cause the absence of his physical body does 
not affect his ability to function as the spiritual 
master, as we just saw BVKS admit in the pre- 
vious section. 

2) After Srila Prabhupada issued the July 
9th, 1977, directive authorising rtviks to accept 
disciples on his behalf, the procedure for get- 
ting initiated was: 


/ 


Bhakti Vikasa Swami (Left): Compares 
Srila Prabhupada to a dead body 


“Temple Presidents may henceforward 
send recommendation for first and second 
initiation to whichever of these eleven rep- 
resentatives are nearest their temple. After 
considering the recommendation, these 
representatives may accept the devotee as 
an initiated disciple of Srila Prabhupad by 
giving a spiritual name” 

(Srila Prabhupada’s July 9th, 1977, Directive) 

Thus, to become initiated: 

Temple president recommends -> Rtvik ac- 
cepts with a spiritual name. 

That's it. 

Srila Prabhupada’s physical presence is not 
required. Hence, if this system was followed to- 
day, Srila Prabhupada would be giving initia- 
tion in the same way as he gave it after 9/7/77. 

Hence, although BVKS claims that Srila 
Prabhupada is not giving initiation in the same 
way today, he cannot say why. After all, Srila 
Prabhupada’s rtvik initiation system allowed 
him to initiate newcomers to ISKCON without 
even needing to have any contact with them 
whatsoever, never mind needing to hear from 
them and respond, which BVKS admits Srila 
Prabhupada can in any case still do today. 


Conclusion 


Thus, it does not appear BVKS is in genu- 
ine ignorance about Srila Prabhupada’s spirit- 
ual position and potency, which would be bad 
enough. Rather, he appears to know his “Psy- 
cho” philosophy is wrong and offensive to Srila 
Prabhupada, but he is still happy to attack Srila 
Prabhupada with it just to attack the rtvik sys- 
tem which poses a threat to his guru position. 
Srila Prabhupada explains the fate of some- 
one who takes a forbidden action in knowl- 
edge that it is wrong: 

“A person who knowingly violates the 
rules acts in lust. He knows that this is for- 
bidden, still he acts. [...] Such persons are 
destined to be condemned by the Supreme” 
(Bg., 16.23, purport) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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GBC Guru Admits They Are Not Real Gurus 


We have already comprehensively exposed 
the guru hoax and proven that Srila Prabhu- 
pada did not authorise his succession via GBC 
gurus, many times over. We can now report 
that it is also admitted by a GBC guru himself 
that they are indeed hoaxers as they are not in 
any case real gurus! 


Follow Srila Prabhupada’s books 


GBC voted-in ISKCON guru HG Mahatma 
Dasa (“MAD”) explains how in ISKCON we can 
satisfy the spiritual master: 

“Prabhupada is saying, “You just satisfy the 
spiritual master, your life will be perfect” [...] 
Prabhupada is getting very specific here, that 
it means pleasing the spiritual master, and, of 
course, for us in ISKCON that means our goal is 
to understand what Prabhupada wants, under- 
stand bhakti as he’s given it in his books and 


follow it exactly.” 
(MAD Lecture, 9/9/22) 


1) To satisfy the spiritual master would ob- 
viously entail knowing what the spiritual mas- 
ter wants. But MAD admits that this entails 
knowing what Srila Prabhupada wants, which 
would mean that MAD is “unwittingly” admit- 
ting that it is Srila Prabhupada who is the spir- 
itual master we must accept in ISKCON. 

2) He further states that we must follow 
what Srila Prabhupada gives in his books “ex- 
actly”. 


We are not real gurus 


Having stated that we must follow “exact- 
ly” what is in Srila Prabhupada’s books, MAD 
had also admitted the day before in an initi- 
ation lecture-where he was claiming to act 
as a bona fide diksa guru by initiating disci- 
ples—that in these same books it states that: 
“in The Nectar of Instruction it says, “Well, you 
know, unless you’re an uttama-adhikari, you're 
not really, you know, you’re not really a ‘real 
guru’” 

(MAD, Initiation Lecture, 8/9/22) 

MAD is correct that in The Nectar of Instruc- 
tion, it states that “One should not become a 
spiritual master unless he has attained the 
platform of uttama-adhikari” (Nol, Verse 5). 
So, to follow Srila Prabhupada’s books “exact- 
ly” as MAD claims we should, all those gurus 
who are not uttama-adhikaris should be re- 
jected as not being “real” gurus. MAD accepts 
that this would mean all the GBC gurus such as 
himself, since he then goes on to admit that: 
“but we never proposed to be the real thing.” 


Thus, MAD openly admits that the GBC gu- 
rus like himself are not real gurus. Indeed, they 
were not even meant to be! Which would then 
by default mean that it is Srila Prabhupada 
who is the real guru we should follow, which 
we also quoted MAD “unwittingly” admitting 
to in the last section. 

Thus, according to his own statement that 
we should follow Srila Prabhupada’s books ex- 
actly, it would mean that the GBC gurus are 
acting against Srila Prabhupada’s teachings 
by acting as diksa gurus. Because, the diksa 
guru is a “real guru”, and Srila Prabhupada has 
forbidden non-uttama-adhikaris to act as such 
diksd@ gurus, and MAD accepts that means the 
GBC gurus. 


Fake order 


To try to justify how GBC gurus could still 
be diksd@ gurus in spite of this instruction from 
Srila Prabhupada forbidding such unreal gu- 
rus, MAD then claims: 

“but we never proposed to be the real thing. 
We’re just asked to do this by Prabhupada, so 
what he says, we do, and our goal is just to 
help you get closer to Prabhupada, and then 
everything’s good, right?” 

(MAD, Initiation Lecture, 8/9/22) 

Having already admitted that - 

1) GBC gurus are not real gurus; 

2) And that Srila Prabhupada states that 
such persons should not be gurus 

-MAD contradictorily states that Srila 
Prabhupada still ordered them to become 
diksa gurus anyway! 

However, MAD does not provide any ev- 
idence for such an order from Srila Prabhu- 
pada. Indeed, one would not expect such an 
order to exist because Srila Prabhupada would 
not contradict his own teachings by authoris- 
ing such fake, unreal, illusory gurus. 


We were stupid and confused 


MAD explains how, as soon as Srila Prabhu- 

pada physically departed, Srila Prabhupada 
was replaced as ISKCON’s diksd@ guru: 
“even immediately, when Srila Prabhupada 
left, 11 people became gurus, and these, there 
were now 11 pure devotees in ISKCON, before 
there was only one. That's the way we thought, 
and you're looking at this thinking, “That's stu- 
pid, how could you think like that?” Well, we 
were confused. [...] when Prabhupada left, 
what we thought we knew, became confusing. 
[...] that was a big misunderstanding.” 


Mahatma Dasa: Adn 
GBC guru colleagues are fake 


ye and 


(MAD Lecture, 9/9/22) 

MAD describes how the 11 persons Srila 
Prabhupada had appointed as “rtviks” -—via the 
9/7/77 directive - gave up acting in that role by 
magically transmogrifying into 11 diksa guru 
“pure devotees”. MAD admits that this episode 
was mired in “confusion” and “misunderstand- 
ing”. Thus, since MAD admits they did not 
know what they were doing, they could not 
also have known that Srila Prabhupada defi- 
nitely wanted the 11 rtviks to stop being rtviks 
and suddenly become “pure devotees”. In oth- 
er words, they misunderstood what they were 
supposed to be, so MAD cannot say they did 
not misunderstand what they were supposed 
to be (i.e. only rtviks)! 

Hence, MAD can support neither that Srila 
Prabhupada was to be succeeded as ISKCON’s 
diks@ guru, nor that Srila Prabhupada ordered 
that he be replaced with gurus who were not 
“real”. And so only the fact that neither MAD 
nor the other GBC gurus are “real” gurus — re- 
mains. 


Conclusion 


MAD is to be commended for admitting 
that the GBC gurus are not real and were not 
even meant to be. Thus, this means that the 
GBC guru system consists of fake gurus—since 
if you are not a “real” guru then by definition it 
means you are an unreal or fake guru. 

But, MAD’s idea that Srila Prabhupada ac- 
tually contradicted the teachings he gave in 
his books- which MAD says must be followed 
“exactly” and which state that only real utta- 
ma-adhikari gurus should exist -by ordering 
fake gurus, is, well—- MAD! 

In addition, these fake gurus still insist on 
cheating by masquerading as if they are real 
gurus, and thus taking disciples from whom 
they demand absolute surrender and worship 
as if they are as good as God. A subject further 
developed in the next article. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 


Siksd guru's presence 


“Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

Just received Issue no. 74, Vol. 3, Back To 
Prabhupaaa. After reading the article entitled 
“Diks@ Guru Wars Come to a Head”, | thought 
| would contact you regarding the physical 
presence of a siksd@ guru. 

Translation 

“Since one cannot visually experience 
the presence of the Supersoul, He appears 
before us as a liberated devotee. Such a spir- 
itual master is none other than Krsna Him- 
self.” 

Purport by Srila Prabhupada 

“It is not possible for a conditioned soul 
to directly meet Krsna, the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead, but if one becomes a sin- 
cere devotee and seriously engages in devo- 
tional service, Lord Krsna sends an instruct- 
ing spiritual master to show him favor and 
invoke his dormant propensity for serving 
the Supreme. The preceptor appears before 
the external senses of the fortunate condi- 
tioned soul, and at the same time the devo- 
tee is guided from within by the caittya-gu- 
ru, Krsna, who is seated as the spiritual mas- 
ter within the heart of the living entity.” 
(Cc., Adi-lila, 1.58) 

There seemed to be a question as to 
whether the siks@ guru must be physically pre- 
sent as a “special qualification” so then that 
siksa guru becomes diksd guru for the devo- 
tee. | hope | have understood that correctly. 
The discussion you present is on pagé 3 last 
column and top paragraph (2) of the article. 
It would appear from the evidence of Adi-lila 
1.58 above that the physical presence of the 
siks@ guru is axiomatically the case. 

Your servant,” 

- Dusyanta Dasa, Carmarthen, Wales 

Editor replies: 

1) Srila Prabhupada explains in that verse 
that, unlike the caitya guru, who guides “from 
within” and whose presence cannot be expe- 
rienced visually, the siksd guru is sent in an ex- 
ternal embodied form so that he can be per- 
ceived via one’s “external senses”. There is no 
dispute regarding this, that this is how the 
SiksG guru (or diks@ guru) initially manifests 
in the material plane, via an embodied phys- 
ical form. No one, for example, is claiming that 
the siksd guru “manifests” via instructions that 
magically appear mysteriously overnight as 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — 
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graffiti left on walls. 

It should be noted, however, that “exter- 
nal senses” also includes hearing and reading, 
which would also be applicable even after the 
SiksG guru has physically departed. 

2) Nor is it disputed, at least not by anyone 
connected with ISKCON, that such a $iksd guru 
continues to remain acting as the same fully- 
fledged siksa guru even after he departs his 
physical form. A case in point is Srila Prabhu- 
pada, who the GBC strongly insist is everyone’s 
“compulsory” siksG guru, whether you like it 
or not (GBC Resolution No. 409.1, 1999)! Even 
though he has physically departed. 

3) The discussion you referred to discussed 
Srila Prabhupada’s statement that, as a gener- 
al rule, the siksG guru becomes the diksd guru. 
However, the GBC insist that this is not the 
case. Rather, they do not accept that the $iksa 
guru becomes the diksd guru unless that Siksd 
guru is only acting whilst he is physically pre- 
sent on the planet, even though: 

a) Srila Prabhupada does not state this 
“special” qualification for the $iksa guru when 
giving siksd. 

b) The GBC accept that Srila Prabhupada 
continues to act in the same way as the $iksd 
guru, even though he may be physically ab- 
sent. 

To understand why this indeed would be 
an absurd imposition of a “special qualifica- 
tion” on Srila Prabhupada being able to act as 
a Siksd guru, it would entail having to claim the 
following: 

i) That the ability to read and understand 
Srila Prabhupada’s instructions suddenly 
changed as soon as Srila Prabhupada physi- 
cally departed. 

ii) The ability to hear Srila Prabhupada’s in- 
structions via his tapes suddenly changed as 
soon as Srila Prabhupada physically departed. 

Such an imposition becomes all the more 
absurd when one considers that most of Srila 
Prabhupada’s disciples never received instruc- 
tions orally, in person, from Srila Prabhupada. 
Otherwise, whether physically present or not, 
Srila Prabhupada is able to function normally 
as a Siksd guru, and thus goes on also to be- 
come our diksd guru. 

Hence, even the GBC do not argue that 
Srila Prabhupada’s ability to act as the siksd 
guru changed as soon as he physically depart- 
ed. Indeed, if it did, such an argument would 
in any case be self-defeating as we may not 
be able to understand Srila Prabhupada’s in- 


a &. 
Srila Prabhupada: 
Acts as both siksa and diksd guru today 


structions, such as the one you have present- 
ed above, as Srila Prabhupada’s very ability to 
continue to instruct us would now be called 
into question. Thus, the GBC accept that Srila 
Prabhupada remains exactly the same Siksa 
guru today as when he was physically pre- 
sent; but, contradictorily, they also claim that, 
at the same time, somehow, magically, the in- 
struction from Srila Prabhupada that generally 
the siks@ guru becomes the diksd guru can no 
longer apply to him, even though Srila Prabhu- 
pada never states this. 


Should there be other diksa@ gurus? 


The following letter quoted in the shaded 
boxes was sent by Jaakko Arra from Espoo, Fin- 
land, and our response in coloured text is inter- 
spersed between his statements below: 

No succession 
“1. As we know, Srila Prabhupada ordered per- 
sons to act as rtviks on his behalf. This should 
have never been stopped. 
2. There are also direct orders from Srila 
Prabhupada stating that anyone who be- 
comes qualified can become an dcarya, in this 
instance an initiating spiritual master: 
“Keep trained up very rigidly and then you 
are bona fide Guru, and you can accept dis- 
ciples on the same principle. But as a matter 
of etiquette it is the custom that during the 
lifetime of your Spiritual master you bring 
the prospective disciples to him, and in his 
absence or disappearance you can accept 
disciples without any limitation. This is the 
law of disciplic succession.” 
(Letter to Tusta Krsna Dasa, 2/12/75) 
3. This being a direct permission from the spir- 
itual master that anyone who keeps trained 
rigidly in Krsna consciousness, an Gcdrya, can 
theoretically accept disciples, | see no reason 
to argue that His Divine Grace Srila Prabhu- 
pada should be the only initiating spiritual 
master.” 


and be happy! 


a» 
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a) In point 1: You have correctly asserted 
that Srila Prabhupada should have permanent- 
ly remained the diksd@ guru of ISKCON, as evi- 
denced by him having set up a rtvik system to 
conduct initiation ceremonies. 

b) In point 2: You have presented a letter 
from Srila Prabhupada in which he sets out the 
conditions for how he could be succeeded by 
his disciples. 

c) However, in point 1 you have already 
stated that no succession of Srila Prabhu- 
pada will ever take place, since the system of 
Srila Prabhupada continuing to remain the 
diksG guru of ISKCON “should have never been 
stopped”. 

d) Hence, the letter provided in point 2 
would not be applicable in this situation, as no 
succession was to ever take place. 

e) In point 3: You claim there is no reason 
to argue that only Srila Prabhupada should in- 
itiate. But, as we have just shown, you yourself 
have provided that argument in your point 1, 
since you have made it clear that Srila Prabhu- 
pada is not to be succeeded as the initiating 
spiritual master for ISKCON. 

Thus, we can note that, as this letter mere- 
ly states the conditions that need to be fulfilled 
in order for a succession to possibly occur, if 
Srila Prabhupada does not first renounce his 
position as ISKCON’s diksd guru, then the is- 
sue of him needing to be succeeded does not 
in any case arise. And, no such renunciation of 
position took place, but rather, Srila Prabhu- 
pada wanted to continue to initiate in ISKCON 
via the use of rtviks or representatives, as you 
agree. 

The monitor guru 
“| will try to present here some further evi- 
dence that there should not be strict restric- 
tions for who is allowed to become guru [...] 
the book Easy Journey to Other Planets [...] 
There we find a description of general prac- 
tices one must follow for spiritual elevation to 
Vaikuntha. Of particular interest regarding this 
issue is item nr. 13 on the list, as what it states 
is that a spiritual master cannot accept unlim- 
ited disciples, which is further explained, that 
this means a sincere disciple in the absence of 
their spiritual master is allowed to accept dis- 
ciples (Easy Journey to Other Planets, p. 32-35): 
“13. He must not take on unlimited disci- 
ples. This means that a candidate who has 
successfully followed the first twelve items 
can also become a spiritual master himself, 
just as a student becomes a monitor in class 


with a limited number of disciples.”” 

However, this item no. 13 does not refer to 
becoming a diksd guru, and this can be prov- 
en again simply by using your own argument. 
You have quoted Srila Prabhupada stating that 
the spiritual master mentioned here is like one 
who becomes “a monitor” in a “class”. Such a 
class monitor has two characteristics: 

i) The monitor is a senior pupil assigned 
by the teacher to help him deal with other pu- 
pils. Thus, he is clearly not another teacher, but 
rather a pupil who assists the teacher. Hence, 
this would be no different to a diks@ guru ask- 
ing one of his disciples to help assist more jun- 
ior disciples. It is not that a monitor is assigned 
to replace the teacher, but rather he merely as- 
sists the teacher. Whereas, a diksG guru suc- 
ceeds his own diksd guru, as the letter to Tusta 
Krsna Dasa that you presented states. 

ii) Consequently, the monitor can act in 
the presence of the teacher, alongside the 
teacher, and not only after the teacher has be- 
come permanently absent. After all, the moni- 
tor, as stated above, only deals with a “limited” 
number of disciples, and thus the teacher must 
be simultaneously present to teach the rest of 
the class. Whereas, the Tusta Krsna Dasa quote 
clearly states that one can only become a diksa 
guru after one’s own diksd guru has physical- 
ly departed. Thus, in order to prove your diksd 
guru thesis, you have been forced to falsely 
claim that in this statement from Easy Journey 
to Other Planets it is “further explained”, that it 
“means” that a disciple can accept disciples “in 
the absence of their spiritual master”. But, as 
just shown, that is not a fact, since this spiritu- 
al master, the “monitor”, does not specifically 
act only in the teacher's permanent absence. 

Thus, even the dictionary defines a class 
monitor as: 

“a school pupil with disciplinary or other 
special duties”. 

Therefore, a monitor is not a teacher, but 
just another pupil who works alongside the 
teacher, and hence is not a replacement for 
the teacher once the teacher has permanently 
departed. And, thus, the spiritual master men- 
tioned here is definitely not a diksd guru. 

iii) The Tusta Krsna Dasa quote also makes 
it clear that the diks@ guru can accept disciples 
“without any limitation”. Whereas, this “moni- 
tor” guru is the opposite, being only allowed to 
have a “limited number of disciples”. 

Thus, by using your own evidence - the let- 
ter to Tusta Krsna Dasa -—it can conclusively be 


S 


Srila Prabhupad 1ce 
his position as ISKCON’s diksd guru 


shown that the “monitor” guru is not a diksd 
guru. 

In addition, the quote from Easy Journey 
to Other Planets you have presented goes on 
to state: 

iv) That next, point 14, the monitor guru 
must go on to develop “solid knowledge of the 
necessary books”. 

v) Then, progressing further, point 15 
states that the monitor guru must go on to de- 
velop mental equilibrium. 

vi) Then, progressing even further, point 
16 states that the monitor guru, “in the next 
stage”, must become free from lamentation 
and illusion. 

Therefore, the monitor guru is someone 
who is still ignorant, mentally unstable, in il- 
lusion, and afflicted with lamentation. But, a 
diksa guru is, by definition, one who is already 
freed from such basic contaminations. Thus, 
by simply using the very same evidence you 
have provided, it can be shown that there are 
at least 6 reasons why a monitor guru is not a 
diksa guru. 

Should not 

“Furthermore, as we can see His Divine Grace 
Srila Prabhupada outlining in the Upadesamr- 
ta, even a neophyte devotee or one on the in- 
termediate platform should be allowed to ac- 
cept disciples. 
“One should not become a spiritual mas- 
ter unless he has attained the platform of 
uttama-adhikari. A neophyte Vaisnava or a 
Vaisnava situated on the intermediate plat- 
form can also accept disciples, but such dis- 
ciples must be on the same platform, and it 
should be understood that they cannot ad- 
vance very well toward the ultimate goal of 
life under his insufficient guidance. There- 
fore a disciple should be careful to accept 
an uttama-adhikari as a spiritual master.” 
(The Nectar of Instruction, purport for Text 5) 

You have claimed that the above states 
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that a non-uttama-adhikari “should be al- 
lowed to accept disciples”, but the above ac- 
tually states the exact opposite: 

1) “One should not become a spiritu- 
al master unless he has attainted the plat- 
form of uttama-adhikari”. 

2) “Therefore a disciple should be care- 
ful to accept an uttama-adhikari as a spirit- 
ual master.” 

In addition, we can see that the non-ut- 
tama-adhikG@ri gurus mentioned are not even 
diksG gurus, being unable to guide the disci- 
ple to the goal: 

“it should be understood that they can- 
not advance very well toward the ultimate 
goal of life under his insufficient guidance.” 

Whereas, a diksd guru is one who takes us 
towards the ultimate goal of life, liberation: 

“The spiritual master initiates the disci- 
ple to deliver him” 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 1.218, purport) 

Thus, in conclusion, by using the 3 quotes 
you have provided, it can be proven that they 
do not refer to Srila Prabhupada being suc- 
ceeded by other diksd gurus, and thus he re- 
mains the only diksd guru for ISKCON. 


New age v. Vaisnava principles 


The following was sent in agreement with 
the Editorial from the last issue, “Love Krsna, 
Love the World”: 

“New age principles are not Vaisnava prin- 
ciples. Everything is taught there in order 
to move us away from our relationship with 
Krsna, our relationship of total dependence 
on Krsna, of abandonment. I’ve heard some 
communication ‘masters’ (some claiming to be 
from ISKCON) say that you have to empower 
yourself... they have no idea what true humil- 
ity is. Unfortunately, there are those who come 
to our communities (including New Mayapur) 
where they find a warm welcome at their sem- 
inars, which leads them to believe that we un- 
derstand each other, that we can commune in 
joy and why not, that we need their teaching 
for our healthy evolution. This with the bless- 
ings of our accomplice ‘authorities’, them- 
selves established in their ‘spiritual’ comfort. 
It may seem like a painful, demeaning path to 
them, but it is better to crawl in the right direc- 
tion than to wander briskly down the wrong, 


certain path to the unknown. Common sense. 
Jaya Srila Prabhupada.” 
- Laksminatha Dasa, Lucay Le Male, France (Trans- 


lated from French) 


Appreciation 


“While I've studied and practiced variations 
in Hinduism (including too much non-scrip- 
tural/traditional garbage, aka the “variations”) 
since 1997, | only got into ISKCON in 2019. For 
some unknown reason, it never got on my ra- 
dar. | read books by devotees, but never felt 
compelled to dig further into the organiza- 
tion. Given | love research and have a back- 
ground as a historian, | can only believe it was 
because Lord Krishna was waiting for the right 
time. Finally digging into ISKCON and reading 
Srila Prabhupada was a life-changing discov- 
ery. It gave me a scriptural basis for my beliefs 
which | was yearning for, deepened my bhak- 
ti, increased my knowledge, and really helped 
me completely cut the cord on some religious 
garbage from my past | kept going back to like 
a bad ex-girlfriend. 

| took some Zoom courses during the U.S.’s 
lockdown with some ISKCON swamis and... 
I'm not a quitter, but | dropped them all in dis- 
gust as a waste of time. | wondered what | had 
stepped into. The fact they call themselves 
gurus is shocking. Their egos are out of con- 
trol, the grasp on the world questionable, and 
| began to feel like ISKCON was not a great re- 
ligious organization, but an ego trip and care 
home for old men and their servants. After a 
few more wasted hours | just stopped wasting 
my time. 

So, | very much find agreement with many 
of the things you write in BTP. Another BTP ar- 
rived in the mail! The fight continues! Thought 
provoking as always. | started to read it over 
breakfast yesterday morning, got home and 
kept reading into the night, and just felt com- 
pelled to write, as thousands of others have af- 
ter discovering BTP. | don’t read it in one sit- 
ting, but spread it out over the week or so. EVE- 
RY WORD | suck up! 

I'll confess | let my subscriptions lapse to 
Back To Godhead. Became such a waste of 
money. | would thus be happy to send some 
money your way to help a bit with your costs, 
as your smaller publication says more than 
they do in all their glossy pages. It’s a hum- 
ble way to contribute to what is a many dec- 
ade dedication to a great cause! Today | got 
in the mail-unexpectantly — The Final Order. 


Srila Prabhupada: 
Uttama-adhikari guru who initiates us 


It’s so exciting to receive and | look forward 
to reading it, much like each BTP magazine is- 
sue. | have your Srila Prabhupdda The Found- 
er-Acarya of ISKCON booklet, but not this one. | 
am so appreciative of you sending these, and 
free. As it is, I've read many things on your 
website. | have a small Youtube channel, fairly 
new, where | read old Sanatana Dharma scrip- 
tures, and also share other books out there by 
gurus, teachers, non-fiction treatises, etc. I’m 
not afraid to share controversy, and have done 
so, as | thought the book would be of value to 
folks. Will certainly share yours. 

| know you have many haters, but | think 
your work is very important for the wellness 
of Krishna Consciousness and legacy of Gu- 
rudeva. You have my support. Your tireless 
work writing and investigating and publish- 
ing, which | assume is going on a few decades, 
| believe would make Srila Prabhupada proud. 
You do honor to Sri Krishna. May you contin- 
ue to find blessings at His wonderful lotus feet. 

Yours in Krishna,” 
- Aaron Joy, Portland, USA 

“Thank you for sending Issue 74, Vol. 3. | 
read “Diksa Guru Wars Come to a Head” and 
| realized very clearly that these bogus gu- 
rus sitting on their bogus thrones giving bo- 
gus lectures to bogus followers has nothing to 
do with spirituality but everything to do with 
overblown narcissistic egos that have been left 
unfettered for so long that they have all lost 
their damn minds. They're no different than 
the woke Left who have almost ruined the 
morality on the good people of the world. For- 
tunately, we are witnessing in real time that, 
Whatever goes woke, goes broke! 

Thank you and | truly appreciate your ser- 
vice.” 
- Lala Gopala Devi Dasi, Prince Edward Island, 
Canada 

“BTP No. 74 received and relished! 

| like your article defeating JAS’s version 
of Bg. 4.34. Like the majority of Prabhupada’s 
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disciples, | was ejected from ISKCON when | 
couldn't agree with the ‘zonal acharya’ deba- 
cle. But | never suspected ‘they’ would change 
Srila Prabhupada’s books. In the mid ‘90s, be- 
fore going to India for some months, and to re- 
duce my possessions, | gave away my original 
‘72 Gita. | was thinking | can easily get a new 
one, which | did on returning. 

Now Bg. 4.34 is one of the iconic vers- 
es, which we all learned by heart. So when | 
looked it up in my ‘new’ Gitd and read: 

“The self realised souls can impart knowl- 
edge to you because THEY have seen the 
truth.” 

My immediate gut feeling (Supersoul) was, 
“This is not Bhagavad-gita AS IT IS, it is Bhaga- 
vad-gita AS ‘THEY’ WANT IT TO BE!!!” 

Yhs,” 

- Dwaipayana Dasa, New South Wales, Australia 

“Glory to your service. Hare Krsna for all 
eyes to see” 

- Michael Dillon, California, USA 

“Thank you very much for updating me 
with BTP, very much appreciated. 

You are making a good work. 5 or 6 years 
ago | have read The Final Order... extremely ac- 
curate work.” 

- Vijaya Murti Dasa, Dueville, Italy 

“The only way out is to reject all the false 
gurus of the Gaudiya Matha and ISKCON, tru- 
ly only honor and follow Srila Prabhupada. [...] 
What a shame those shameless! [...] TOTALLY 
MAD! Here is the solution. iskconirm.com” 

- Mahatma Dasa, California, USA 

“Please accept my respects, you are sim- 
ply wonderful. | have received my B7P issue. | 
eagerly await every issue, it makes my day. So 
Hari bol, and ALL Glories to His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Found- 
er-Acarya, International Society for Krsna Con- 
sciousness (ISKCON). 

Thank you. Hare Krsna!” 

- Bruce Hough, Bunbury, Australia 

“Thank you for sending me your magazine 
and bringing the truth. 

It is depressing to see all leaders in ISKCON 
want to change (destroy) everything His Di- 
vine Grace Srila Prabhupada did. He said it was 
a Western disease, in other words, he consid- 
ered them to be sick.” 

- Sambhu Dasa, Emmaboda, Sweden 

Editor replies: 

Yes, you are correct, Prabhu: 

“That is your American disease. This 
is very serious that you always want to 


change everything.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 24/11/74) 

“Thank you for your work you do and the 
information you provide for so many of us... 
Hare Krishna.” 

- J. Florez, Texas, USA 

“So, thank you all once again for your 
endeavors and wish you all the best. Hare 
Krishna! 

Your servant,” 

- Tirthakara Dasa, Noord Brabant, The Nether- 
lands 

“Thank you very much for all the informa- 
tion over the years. Haribol.” 

- Gerard Langenhuizen, Heiligenberg, Germany 

“Hare Krishna, Prabhu, 

Thank you for your tireless efforts, for your 
evergreen sincere service to Srila Prabhupada. 

Having read a number of IRM issues over 
the years, I’ve been thinking of offering some 
constructive “criticism”... that the editors of 
BTP might help in making it very clear, in as 
close to layman’s terms as possible; what ex- 
actly do the words rtvik and diksd (gurus) mean 
and their difference. There may well be many 
new readers to whom the two terms or words 
seem rather mysterious. 

Also | hope you don’t mind my elaborating 
a little on one of BTP 73’s articles, highlighted 
on the cover: 

“GBC Gurus Unable to Remove Sins”. 

Perhaps you have already covered a logi- 
cal follow-on from this truism in an earlier edi- 
tion of BTP—anyone who sets themselves up as 
a guru and who hasn't completely transcend- 
ed his gross desires... will personally take on, 
and be unable to process, the karma of the dis- 
ciples who innocently worship him, that they 
are committing spiritual suicide, and that their 
futures are very dark, in accepting disciples for 
what is essentially personal material gain.” 

- Michael Lakey, Herts, UK 

Editor replies: 

It is for the very reason you suggested 
that, after we started B7P, we produced a Spe- 
cial Summary Issue, which is now sent to peo- 
ple to read first, before they start reading the 
regular BTP issues. This Special Summary Issue 
will then acquaint a new reader with the back- 
ground of the matter. In this way, any reader of 
BTP should know what the terms mean. 

Yes, we have covered this topic of the fate 
of gurus previously. Articles related to this sub- 
ject can be found in the “Popular Topics” sec- 


rila Prabhupada: Only honour 
and follow him as diksa@ guru 


tion of our website, under the following topic: 

Guru Hoax Fate: iskconirm.com/fate 

“Thank you very much for this great ser- 
vice.” 
- Pedro Nel Perdomo, Armenia, Colombia 

“Thank you for continuously sending me 
magazines with such important information.” 
- Gilbert Gamboa, California, USA 

“You have very kindly sent me magazines 
for the last two years and my questions about 
ISKCON have been thoroughly answered many 
times over. | thank you for your generosity.” 
- Raymond Gregan, New Jersey, USA 

“Jaya Prabhupada. Thank you for this most 
important and ecstatic service!” 
- Mathura Dasa, Pennsylvania, USA 

“What to do? Who will listen? You are, of 
course, making headway with your readers 
and fortifying them with knowledge. All that 
can be done, | guess, is to keep publishing the 
Truth, keep repeating Prabhupada’s words and 
in this way, push back against all the propa- 
ganda. Our prayers for your continued success. 
Hare Krsna. Ys,” 
- Madhavi Dasi, Alachua, USA 

“Thank you very much for this service, Jai 
Srila Prabhupada! I’m interested in all the free 
literature that you have available. Please assist 
me so | may inform myself further with this val- 
uable information. Thank you very much and 
Hare Krishna!” 
- Prahlada Chandra Dasa, Connecticut, USA 

“Excellent work.” 
- Visvakarma Dasa, Hamilton, Ontario 

“You are doing an amazing job to promote 
Srila Prabhupada. Please let me know if | could 
be of any help to you. 

Hare Krishna and all the glories to Srila 
Prabhupada,” 
- Bhawrilal Kakani, California, USA 

“The info is enlightening. 

Hare Krishna!!! Your servant,” 
- Rebecca Golder, North Carolina, USA 
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The Jackass and Clown Show 


We reported in the BTP 72 article, ““Jackass” 
Guru-Tattva”, GBC voted-in guru HH Bhak- 
ti Brnga Govinda Swami accepting that the 
diksa guru can be a “jackass”. Not to be out- 
done, GBC voted-in guru HH Sivarama Swa- 
mi (“SRS”) claimed: 


Referring to the Sri Gurvastakam prayers 
which are chanted to the spiritual master eve- 
ry morning in ISKCON, SRS mentions that the 
prayers state that the guru is “Saksad-hari”, 
or to be regarded “as good as God”. And, us- 
ing the analogy of an ambassador of a coun- 
try, SRS goes on to claim that as the guru is 
the representative for God, such recognition 
needs to be given even if the guru or ambas- 
sador were to be a “clown”. 


Who is Saksad-hari? 


At the same meeting quoted above, SRS 
also answered: 


Thus, just to re-emphasise that “Saksad-ha- 
ri’ refers to him and not just Srila Prabhupada, 


SRS states that the Gurvastakam prayers are 
chanted to the GBC gurus (and Srila Prabhu- 
pada only if he is one’s diks@ guru). SRS also 
quotes parts of the other verses which are 
chanted along with “Saksad-hari”, showing 
that he does appear to know the full prayers 
and not only the phrase “Saksdd-hari", which 
he appears to have latched on to due to a de- 
sire to be worshipped “as good as God”. As we 
shall see, these other prayers explain who is to 
be worshipped as “Saksdd-hari”. 

The Gurvastakam prayers consist of 8 vers- 
es, and “Saksdd-hari” does not appear until 
verse 7. Thus, the first 7 verses explain in de- 
tail who the person one is asked to worship as 


Saksad-hari is. lt would appear that in his en- 
thusiasm to be worshipped “as good as God”, 
SRS has forgotten this simple point. In particu- 
lar, right before “Saksad-hari”, it states: 

“The spiritual master is very dear, be- 
cause he is expert in assisting the gopis, 
who at different times make different taste- 
ful arrangements for the perfection of Rad- 
ha and Krsna’s conjugal loving affairs with- 
in the groves of Vrndavana. | offer my most 
humble obeisances unto the lotus feet of 
such a spiritual master.” 

(Sri Gurvastakam Prayers, Verse 6) 
And, verse 7 itself states exactly why the 
guru is to be worshipped as “SaksGd-hari’: 

“The spiritual master is to be honored 
as much as the Supreme Lord [“Saksdad-ha- 
ri’|, because he is the most confidential ser- 
vitor of the Lord.” 

(Sri Gurvastakam Prayers, Verse 7) 

Because he is the most confidential ser- 
vitor of the Lord, i.e. the person who has just 
been mentioned as “assisting the gopis” in 
serving Krsna. 


Can never be a clown 


The other verses also state that the spirit- 
ual master who is to worshipped as “Saksad- 
hari”: 

a) “delivers the materially afflicted 
world by extinguishing the blazing fire of 
material existence” (Verse 1); 

b) “is relishing the mellows of pure de- 
votion” (Verse 2). 

Thus, from the above, we can conclusive- 
ly state: 

a) The guru who is worshipped as “Saksad- 
hari” can definitely not be a “clown”. Rather, 
the prayers state exactly what a most exalted 
spiritual personality he actually must be, and 
to even hint that he could be a clown or a jack- 


ass, is a most offensive claim. 

b) Therefore, those like SRS, who insist on 
demanding and accepting such “Saksad-ha- 
ri" worship every day of their lives, should first 
be able to deliver the material world, assist the 
gopis, etc., before demanding the worship that 
is only to be given to such a person. 

c) Despite the whole of ISKCON suppos- 
edly chanting these prayers every day, one 
has to wonder if anyone has ever stopped to 
even read what they mean, given the non- 
sense that is being claimed on behalf of these 
prayers —that they could even be referring to 
a clown! 


Sivarama Swami: Preaches 
the diksa guru can be a clown 


False ambassador logic 


Hence, if we now return to SRS’s “ambas- 
sador logic”, we see how easily it falls apart. In 
the case of being an ambassador of a coun- 
try, SRS is correct that if the country decided 
to empower a “clown” to be the ambassador, 
then we must still give him due respect. But 
Krsna does not empower a “clown” to repre- 
sent Him-rather the person who will be em- 
powered to be “Sdksdad-hari” is described 
in great detail in those same Gurvastakam 
prayers. SRS is thus unable to follow a line of 
logic that even a child would understand: 

1) Children are taught that a policeman is 
to be respected and he can safely be trusted 
and followed. 

2) But if a child’s friend appears and claims 
‘Lam “Policeman”, hand over your sweeties to 
me’, even a child will know that the instruc- 
tion meant a real policeman, not just one who 
claims he is. Now the previous article regarding 
GBC gurus not being real gurus suddenly takes 
on great significance! 

So, yes, the spiritual master must be treat- 
ed as “Saksad-hari", but in order to become 
such a spiritual master, one has to first be on 
that level-as the very same prayers which 
mention “Saksad-hari” state: “because he is 
the most confidential servitor of the Lord.” 


Conclusion 


The current GBC gurus in ISKCON, rather 
than falsely claiming that they are at the ex- 
alted level required to be considered “Saksdad- 
hari", have instead decided it is easier to just 
falsely claim that you can be jackasses and 
clowns but still be considered “Saksad-hari”. 

ISKCON members may be content with 
continuing to blindly follow such a “jackass 
and clown” show, where the actual authorisa- 
tion and qualification for their gurus does not 
matter, but, as the next article shows, endow- 
ing such absolute power to the non-absolute 
can have horrendous consequences. 
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The Jackass and Clown Show - 2 


From the previous article, we can reach a mo- 
mentous conclusion regarding the path of 
“Krsna consciousness” or bhakti-yoga as it is 
offered today in ISKCON. It consists of the fol- 
lowing 3 steps: 

1) Since it is a fact that one does need to 
accept a bona fide spiritual master to advance, 
as stated in Bhagavad-gita, 4.34, in ISKCON this 
is implemented to mean that to make spiritu- 
al advancement one must accept a GBC vot- 
ed-in guru. 

2) Such a guru must be accepted and wor- 
shipped daily as being “Saksad-hari”, or as 
good as God, regardless of them not actually 
being on this level. 

3) Thus, the basis of ISKCON’s guru system 
is to regard its gurus as “that which is not”, 
which is literally the definition of maya: 

“Maya means ‘that which is not.’” 

(The Science of Self-Realization, Chapter 5) 
Thus, it means that, ironically, in today’s 


ISKCON, the whole process of spiritual ad- 


vancementi ntirely on maya 


Maya child abuse project 


It is therefore not surprising to find much 
of the movement itself implicated in a big 
case of maya. The ISKCON Child Protection Of- 
fice (“CPO”) issued a decision against ISKCON 
guru and sannyasi Bhakti Vidya Pirna Swami 
(“BVPS”), via a lengthy and damning report on 
28/10/22 (henceforward “the Decision”). This 
decision has been accepted in full by the GBC 
and stated: 

“Despite there being at least two previous 
CPO cases highlighting BVPS’ abusive/harmful 
behaviour, other nior 
tees, and yatras, continued to support, protect, 
and defend him, as well as give him a high pro- 
file. [...] encour their discipl send their 
children to his school, disregarding serious com- 
plaints of abuse dating back to the 1990s, [...] 
The support and endorsement that BVPS re- 
ceived from his seniors and peers enabled him to 
become the child abuser with the longest span 
of activity in the history of ISKCON. Their public 
support of him was in essence a seal-of-approv- 
al of BVPS.” 

(CPO BVPS Decision, 28/10/22, page 9) 

Thus, the many decades of child abuse 
were facilitated as a group effort on the part 
of ISKCON. As a result of being stripped of his 
sannyasa status, BVPS is now currently referred 
to by his pre-sannyasa name, Anirdesya Vapu 
Dasa (“AVD”). 


Other GBC gurus exposed 


A number of ISKCON leaders have public- 
ly apologised for not having “detected” that 
AVD was a child abuser. However, as observed 
by the Decision, it was much more than that. 
Rather, GBC voted-in gurus were publicly pro- 
moting AVD as being on the same level, or 
even above, themselves, spiritually, even many 
years after AVD had been restricted from initi- 
ating disciples in 2007. For example: 

“these individuals who are sitting here: HH 
Jayadvaita Maharaja, HH Bhakti Vidya Pirna 
Swami Maharaja, HH Indradyumna Swami 
Maharaja, [...] for me they’re all worshipable per- 
sonalities. We’re friends but | see them all as be- 
ing so superior to myself” 

(HH Bhakti Brnga Govinda Swami (“BBGS”) on his 
Vyasa-puja celebration, 13/1/18) 

“our gopt-gana. It’s not a joke but our group 
of devotees. [...] So here are three of my closest 
friends [referring to BBGS, HH Sivarama Swami 
and HH Bhakti Vidya Pirna Swamil. [...] / enjoy 
their association [...] such elevated Godbrothers. 
[....] ’m the low man on the totem pole [...] 1 get 
all the dust from the lotus feet of my senior God- 
brothers.” 

(HH Indradyumna Swami at BBGS’s Vydsa-puja 
celebration, 5/1/19) 

For ISKCON leaders to claim they are 
blameless because they did not “know” AVD 
was a child abuser does not work, because, 
at the same time, they did claim to know that 
AVD was supposedly very spiritually advanced 
and promoted him as such. The latter action is 
them actively telling the world that AVD is def- 
initely nota child abuser. 

Hence, this highlights how spiritually defi- 
cient the other ISKCON GBC gurus were, that 
they did not even have the ability to discrim- 
inate between a cheater and a very spiritual- 
ly exalted personality. Yet, the ability to en- 
gage in such discrimination is the business of 
ISKCON: 

“Our business is to point out who is not 
a saint.” 

(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 10/4/74) 

But, according to the Decision, and the 
conduct of other ISKCON leaders, the business 
of current ISKCON would appear to be: 

“Our business is to point out child abusers 


ad | 
. 


as saints 


The abuse of absolute power 


We noted in the previous article that the 
bona fide guru is supposed to be treated as 


“Good as God” gurus like BBGS & IDS 
cannot tell who is a saint 


good as God, and such a person effectively has 
absolute power: 

“An authorized spiritual master is as 
good as Hari, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. If Hari is free to act as He likes, the 
empowered spiritual master is also free. As 


Hari is not subject to the criticism of mun- 


dane rules and regulations, the spiritual 
master empowered by Him is also not sub- 


jected.” 
(Cc., Madhya-lila, 10.136, purport) 

Now, granting such absolute power to one 
who is actually on the absolute level, such as 
Srila Prabhupada, is not an issue, as that is the 
bona fide way in which to regard the bona fide 
spiritual master. But granting such absolute 
power to one who is non-absolute, which is 
the very basis of the GBC guru system, will nat- 
urally lead to abuse on a mass scale, as has ap- 
peared to have happened here. AVD was able 
to take full advantage of the absolute power 
of his GBC guru position to help perpetrate his 
abuse, according to the CPO: 

“The panel stressed the severity and hypoc- 
risy of the abuse were made even worse given 
BVPS’ position and respected stature in ISKCON 
as an initiating Guru and Vedic-lifestyle preach- 
ext 
(ISKCON News Article, 14/11/22) 

In addition, a supposed testimony of a fol- 
lower who engaged in sexual relations with 
AVD claimed: 

“| had even learned that if a pure devotee 
touches you, that one becomes purified by that 
touch. More than anything, | wanted to please 
the spiritual master (BVPS), and by doing that to 
ultimately please Krsna.” 

(Testimony Against BVPS, 2022) 


Conclusion 


When an institution such as today’s 
ISKCON is based on maya, then the potential 
for horrendous maya, such as the AVD affair, 


will always be present. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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The End of Guru-Tattva 


Wewillsee how, in order to place restrictions 
on gurus who are considered fallen, rules are 
concocted on the spot by the GBC and oth- 
er ISKCON leaders. But these rules reveal that 
there is no philosophy, whether spiritual or 
material, nor even reason, consistency or com- 
mon sense that underlies these rules —never 
mind Srila Prabhupada’s teachings! 


“Time bubble” tattva 


On 15/12/22, the GBC passed a resolution 
to address the Bhakti Vidya Purna Swami/ 
Anirdesya Vapu Dasa (“AVD”) scandal men- 
tioned in the previous article. In this resolution, 
the GBC ruled that disciples initiated by AVD 
before February 2007 “continue to be initiated 
devotees in ISKCON, in the line of Srila Prabhu- 
pada”. The GBC’s rationale for this rule is ex- 
plained in the resolution: 

“in February 2007 Anirdesya Vapu das was 
restricted from accepting disciples via GBC Reso- 
lution 312/B which was based upon a CPO deci- 
sion from September 2000”. 

They thus claim that AVD disobediently 
continued to initiate after February 2007, and 
hence the disciples he initiated after this date 
cannot be considered validly initiated. How- 
ever, the GBC appear oblivious to the glaring 
contradiction which arises from their stated 
fact that AVD’s February 2007 restriction was 
itself based on a decision which was passed al- 
most seven years earlier: in September 2000. 
AVD was, therefore, according to the GBC, as 
guilty in 2000 as he was in 2007 of the abuse 
he was accused of, and which led to the restric- 
tions on him. 

The GBC has thus created an arbitrary time 
bubble during which, although AVD was un- 
qualified to initiate, he was somehow still qual- 
ified —just because it took the GBC this time to 
figure it out! In creating this concoction, the 
GBC has also produced a further contradiction. 
The resolution further states: 

“lf any of those devotees [initiated pre-Feb- 
ruary 2007] choose to seek reinitiation from a 
guru in good standing in ISKCON, either now or 
in the future, they are welcomed and encouraged 
todo so.” 

Thus, the GBC claims that pre-February 
2007 initiations are valid, but that such initi- 
ates are still encouraged to accept initiation 
from another diksda guru. But, to accept initia- 
tion from another diksa guru in spite of already 
having a valid initiation is a great offense: 

“| am greatly surprised for Bon Maha- 


raja’s initiating you in spite of his knowing 
that you are already initiated by me. So it 
is deliberate transgression of Vaisnava et- 
iquettes [...] no Vaisnava will approve of 
this offensive action. [...] you must know 
that you have committed a great blunder.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 26/3/68) 

Thus, if AVD’s initiation was truly valid like 
the GBC claims, these disciples would be com- 
mitting guru-aparadha. 


“Midnight strike” tattva 


The GBC passed a resolution on 20/7/22 
giving ISKCON’s regional governing bodies 
the choice to ban GBC voted-in guru HH Lo- 
kanath Swami (“LOK”) from visiting or initi- 
ating people in their regions, due to his hav- 
ing reportedly sexually abused a minor in the 
1990s. Per this GBC decision, ISKCON’s North 
American Council (“NAC”) has decided to 
place such a ban on LOK, which includes re- 
questing him to not even accept invitations 
to virtual/online events based out of North 
American ISKCON communities (NAC State- 
ment, 24/10/22). However, the NAC has stated 
he will be granted a “grace period” until the 
end of December 2023, until which time those 
who had already been aspiring to take initia- 
tion from LOK may do so with the “blessings” 
of the NAC. The NAC has even set up a special 
channel (“Transition Team”) to help aspiring 
disciples of LOK “navigate the process” of tak- 
ing initiation from him prior to 31/12/23 (Email 
from NAC “Transition Team”, 30/10/22). Thus: 

1) The NAC accepts that LOK sexually 
abused a child while acting as a “good as God” 
diksa guru (NAC Statement, 8/5/21); 

2) For this reason, the NAC believes he 
should be stopped from initiating; 

3) However, the NAC will still give its 
“blessings” and continue to allow people to 
dedicate their lives to LOK as their “good as 
God” diksda guru, for another fourteen months. 

There is no explanation for how LOK is a 
bona fide guru until the end of 2023, suita- 
ble to permanently give one’s life and soul 
to, but at the moment the clock strikes mid- 
night on New Year’s Eve 2023, he suddenly los- 
es all his “Sakti” to be a bona fide guru. And, if 
he suddenly loses his “sakti”, then there is no 
explanation for how he could have had it be- 
fore or why devotees should be “blessed” to 
accept him before this date. Nor, indeed, is it 
explained on what date he acquired this sakti. 
Was it before the abuse act in 1990? If so, how 


Nii. se 
Lokanath Swami: Both child abuser 
and “as good as God” according to NAC 


come he loses it permanently only 33 years lat- 
er, and not straight after the act happened? 

Clearly, such a position is entirely absurd. 

We therefore have a corollary to the GBC’s 
aeroplane-tattva, where a GBC guru’s “good as 
God” status is determined by wherever their 
plane happens to land (which we described 
in BTP 72 article “Institutionalising Aeroplane- 
Tattva” and which the NAC has also supported 
by instituting). In the present case, the GBC gu- 
ru’s status is simply determined by an arbitrari- 
ly set time and date. 


Political tattva 


In the minutes of the GBC’s 2011 Midterm 
Meeting, where the body discussed LOK’s child 
sexual abuse case, GBC members were report- 
ed stating that LOK has a “burning desire to in- 
itiate”, “cannot breathe without initiating” and 
“is addicted to being a guru”, and that “many” 
GBC gurus are “intoxicated with initiations”. 
Even they recognised this as something they 
“need to discuss” as “we are embarrassing our- 
selves every year” (October 2011 GBC Midterm 
Meeting Minutes). This addiction to initiating 
explains why the GBC have concocted so many 
nonsensical “tattvas”, since they are desperate 
to somehow keep the guru hoax monstrosity 
propped up at any cost. 

What is key about the preceding two new 
tattvas is that the validity of an initiation de- 
pends entirely on an administrative body ar- 
bitrarily deciding it is valid. The initiation has 
absolutely nothing to do with the validity of 
the guru. Thus, AVD was sanctioned for child 
abuse in 2000, but initiations from 1999, 2000 
and 2001 are still valid! LOK perpetrated child 
abuse in 1990, and initiations in 2024 are in- 
valid but valid in 2022, i.e. initiations become 
more valid the closer you get to the incidence 
of child abuse! 


Conclusion 


ISKCON leaders are not even pretending 
that they are still following some kind of guru- 
tattva or philosophy. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada: The Giver of remy 


Srila Prabhupada taught that it is through the 
spiritual master that we can receive the mercy 
of Lord Krsna: 

“So spiritual master means who has re- 
ceived the mercy of God, and he can deliver 
to the confused man.” 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 23/5/74) 


Srila Prabhupada’s mercy 


Srila Prabhupada defines the qualities of a 
spiritual master who is able to give such mercy: 

1) Pure devotee 

“In the Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 
19.151) it is said: “By the mercy of the spir- 
itual master who is a pure devotee and by 
the mercy of Krsna one can achieve the 
platform of devotional service. There is no 
other way.” 

(The Nectar of Devotion, Chapter 1) 

2) Authorised 

“nobody can become a spiritual master, 
without obtaining power from the right 
.-] where from the spiritual master 
receives the mercy? [...] the spiritual master 
also receives his power from the ocean of 
spiritual qualities, that is, from the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. [...] one has to of- 
fer his respectful obeisances to such author- 
ized spiritual master.” 

(Purport to Sri Gurvastakam, 2/1/69) 

Thus, the mercy-giving and mercy-receiv- 
ing spiritual master must be authorised, hav- 
ing got his power from the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead, and also be a pure devotee. 
This perfectly describes Srila Prabhupada. 


source. [.. 


No jackass mercy 


The GBC gurus claim that they are also 
transmitting this mercy from Krsna. For ex- 
ample, in BTP 72 article ““Jackass” Guru-Tatt- 
va”, we quoted GBC voted-in guru HH Bhak- 
ti Brnga Govinda Swami preaching that Lord 
Krsna’s mercy could flow even through a “jack- 
ass”. And GBC voted-in guru HH Bhakti Vikasa 
Swami (“BVKS”) claims that: 


And, in the same BTP 72 article mentioned 
above, we also quoted BVKS stating that he 
is unqualified to be a diksd guru, and that the 
GBC gurus can be far from pure, being riddled 


with corruption and envy. But, we have just 
seen Srila Prabhupada explain that the mercy- 
delivering spiritual master is a “pure devotee”, 
not a jackass, nor one who could possibly be 
corrupt or envious in any way. 


No evidence 


Thus, the GBC gurus do not have the pow- 
er to transmit Krsna’s mercy like Srila Prabhu- 
pada does. Further proof is provided by BVKS 
himself: 


So, not being able to answer when chal- 
lenged to show that he is able to actually 
transmit Krsna’s mercy, his response is to sim- 
ply retort that we cannot even ask such a ques- 
tion, as mercy cannot be “limited”. Yet, BVKS is 
the one who has boldly claimed to be able to 
transmit Krsna’s mercy. So, he is the one who 


has to back up his claim with evidence -say- 
ing mercy cannot be limited is not evidence. 
Otherwise, by BVKS’s non-“answer’, literally 
anyone in the whole world could also similarly 
claim to transmit Krsna’s mercy - because, af- 
ter all, who are we to “limit” the mercy to some 
specific format? 

Plus, it is the GBC gurus who are actually 
saying that “Krsna’s mercy is limited” to what 
they think the “proper format for the transmis- 
sion of that mercy” is, as they claim that Srila 
Prabhupada is not able to continue transmit- 
ting his mercy as diksG guru to new devotees 
due to not having a physical body. 


We are cheating 


BVKS claims the GBC gurus giving initia- 
tion is not cheating if they have been given the 
“power of attorney” to do this by Srila Prabhu- 
pada. We saw earlier that the spiritual master 
who receives mercy from Krsna is authorised 
by having obtained the power to become spir- 
itual master directly from Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead Himself. Yet, it is not 
denied that the GBC gurus are only getting 
the power to become gurus not from Krsna 


Srila Prabhupada: Authorised and 
empowered by Krsna to deliver mercy 


or Srila Prabhupada, but from waiting around 
long enough and wielding enough influence 
to lobby the GBC to give them the necessary 
number of votes to enable them to become a 
guru. By any measure, this is a purely bureau- 
cratic and political process. BVKS’s own exam- 
ple perfectly illustrates this, since he accepted 
that there is no question of him even becom- 
ing a diksa guru-—as this would be a joke: 

“Monitor guru” seems to be the most suita- 
ble position for me-an older student guiding a 
younger one, [...] the teacher of both is the same. 
‘Nikufja-yUno’ etc. in relation to me? Not even a 
joke; it’s ridiculous. Do | have to pretend to have 
attained mafnjari-hood?” 

(BVKS, Vedic Village Review, Issue 14, Sept, ‘90) 

Rather, he admits that whomever he 
preaches to would also be a disciple of Srila 
Prabhupada-“the teacher of both is the 
same”. Thus, he was one of the earliest preach- 
ers of “rtvikism”! But then, a little later, he sim- 
ply lined up to get voted in by the GBC to be 
one of its “gurus”. And he admits they act as 
“rtviks” on behalf of the GBC who vote them in: 

“the gurus in ISKCON, they don’t have the in- 
dependence to initiate of their own volition and 
in that sense they’re working as if a rtvik of the 
GBC” 

(BVKS Talk, “Guru Issues, Part 21”, 3/7/22) 

So, yes, it is a “cheating process”, as neither 
BVKS, nor anyone else, received power of at- 
torney from Srila Prabhupada to become his 
successor diksd guru. They got GBC votes to 
become GBC rtviks! 


Conclusion 


For mercy to be transmitted via the GBC 
gurus, Srila Prabhupada would have had to 
teach that something so important as being 
able to transmit mercy depended entirely on 
something so whimsical and contrived as the 
ever-changing vagaries of the GBC’s voting 
process for gurus. But, Srila Prabhupada did 
not. And, hence, as BVKS would have to accept, 
they are cheating, not giving mercy. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 


Quotes, Notes & News (QNN) 


Fictionalising Lord Krsna’s Pastimes 

We have previously noted the promotion of Lord Krsna in a fiction- 
al context by ISKCON: 

1) GBC voted-in guru HH Sivarama Swami authored “gopi fic- 
tion” novels where he admits to having fabricated pastimes involving 
Lord Krsna (please see BTP 29, “Fiction Fever Grips ISKCON”: iskconirm. 
com/29). 

2) ISKCON Bangalore continued to sell a cartoon video about Lord 
Krsna which described the contents as being a “fable” or fictional, 
stating that only in future editions would the description be correct- 
ed-thus prioritising money over blaspheming Lord Krsna (please see 
BTP 30, “BTP Forces Cartoon Apology”: iskconirm.com/cartoon). 

3) Now, ISKCON has promoted a fictional Indian film supposedly 
about Lord Krsna titled “Karthikeya 2”. This movie has been endorsed by 
ISKCON spokesperson and temple president Radha Raman Dasa and 
ISKCON Vrndavana’s management allowed the premiere of the teaser 
to be shown in the temple room. Whilst a member of the GBC’s Sastric 
Advisory Council, Chaitanya Charan Dasa, in a broadcast published on 
26/8/22, endorses the movie as acceptable to watch because he says: 
“from imagination or mythology to history [...] this movie has definite- 
ly created a lot of curiosity about Krsna, about knowing more of the his- 
toricity of Krsna, and in that sense it is a positive development [...] The 
virtual is at least bringing Krsna into the consciousness of people” 

However, he also admits that the movie fictionalises Lord Krsna’s 
pastimes, for he states that it is “a [sic] adventure thriller which centres 
on the premise that thousands of years ago, 5,000 years ago precisely as 
mentioned in the movie, Krsna concealed a secret in an amulet” which 
“is going to solve future problems of humanity”. 

Such a pastime is not described anywhere in sdstra. Thus, rather 
than bringing people from “imagination to history”, it is keeping peo- 
ple in the realm of imagination. Indeed, to cap it all off, the film itself 
publishes a huge notice at the beginning, stating to the audience that: 

“THE STORY, SCREENPLAY, CHARACTERS, INCIDENTS IN THIS FILM ARE 
NOT INTENDED FOR ANYONE. JUST FICTION.” 

Srila Prabhupada condemned such imagination in relation to Lord 
Krsna’s pastimes: 

“One who follows his imaginations about the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead is condemned.” (SB, 10.3.32, purport) 

It is therefore shocking that such a movie would be promoted by 
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one of the GBC’s supposed head brahminical advisors. Srila Prabhupada 
started ISKCON to preach only the truth about Lord Krsna, not promote 
fiction about Him. 


Losing the Debate Before It Has Begun 


Recently, GBC Strategic Planning Team member Vraj Vihari Dasa 
(“VVD”) offered a pontification regarding the system of Vedic debate. 
All the quotes in the shaded boxes were made by VVD at the Third 
ISKCON Communications Global Online Conference on 5/11/22. 
“Vitanda is quibbling, or merely destructive argument in which one tries 
to defeat the opponent by any means possible, but does nothing sub- 
stantial to positively prove one’s own thesis.” 

A good example of this would be to make unsupported or false al- 

legations to simply attack the opposition. 
“And jalpa is using various deceptive means to fool the opposition. 
That’s sometimes, like, you quote half a sentence from Prabhupada. | 
saw this a lot in, what was that thing called?... “The Final Solution’?... 
that person, who was it?... Krishnakant Desai, sometimes he would 
quote like half a sentence of Prabhupada, whereas the rest of the sen- 
tence proved the opposite.” 

1) He claims he saw such deception “a lot” in “The Final Solution”. 
This would imply that he must have read the document very thorough- 
ly to not only have spotted such deceptions but to have spotted them 
numerous times. Yet, he does not even know the name of this docu- 
ment (The Final Order)! 

2) There is not even one instance, never mind “a lot”, of The Final Or- 
der quoting “half a sentence” of Srila Prabhupada, where the rest of the 
sentence proves the opposite. If such a thing did exist, then VVD would 
have presented the evidence for this. But, neither he nor anyone else 
has ever done so, even though The Final Order has been in circulation 
for over 25 years now. Rather, VVD has just made this false allegation 
against The Final Order to “fool the opposition” that The Final Order is full 
of lies and misrepresentations. 

Therefore, while trying to explain vitanda and jalpa, VVD himself has 
engaged in both vitanda and jalpa with his false allegations against The 
Final Order (we have written the title out in full 5 times now so that 
hopefully VVD will get it correct!). Hence, before trying to pontificate to 
others regarding how to debate, VVD needs to first learn it himself, and 
thus avoid making a fool of himself in trying to attack The Final Order. 


THE BOOK THAT HAS THE 
GURUS ON THE RUN! 


‘The Final Order by Krishnakant Desai has 
| been perhaps the most influential post-1977 
_ publication in the Vaisnava world.” 


_ With Foreword by Professor Kim Knott, Head of 
1 Religious Studies, Leeds University, UK 


